A BRIEF HISTORY OF RIVERGATE MEN’S RETREAT

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In the fall of 1980 Doug Henkle was in school in Gunnison, Colorado and he and his wife were attending Oh-Be-Joyful Church in Crested Butte.  There, Doug met Russell Vicars, the manager of a Christ-centered ski lodge called the Ore Bucket Lodge, and the lodge owner of the lodge, Newt Wall.  In the spring of 1981 Newt hosted a ski retreat at the lodge for men and women who were involved in ministries across the country in order to introduce them to the Ore Bucket and the potential it had to be used in their ministries.  At that retreat Newt and Russell met Jim Green, a friend of Doug’s, involved in ministry on the Monterey Peninsula of California.  Jim expressed the desire for a place to minister to men in a retreat-type atmosphere.  Newt said he had just the right place and took Jim to Rivergate Ranch, a fly fishing ranch on the Lake Fork of the Gunnison River.  It was agreed that it was perfect for men’s ministry and so in August of 1982 Newt and his wife Ellen hosted the first "Rivergate Retreat" at Rivergate Ranch.  It had a significant impact on the lives of the men who attended and so retreats were continued each year until the ranch was sold in 1994.  At that time the search for a new home for "Rivergate" began.

In March of 1995, 150 wooded acres (with numerous fishing ponds) nestled in the rolling hills east of Seminole, Oklahoma were purchased by Newt to become the new home for Rivergate Ministries.  Russell Vicars and his wife Bettye moved to the property to direct the ministry.
On September 30, 1999 Jim Green died of a brain aneurism and the following December, the Rivergate Ministry House burned to the ground.  Rather than rebuild near Seminole, Newt decided to build a large home on Lake Eufaula, about 90 miles east of Seminole, where he could host the retreats.  Newt’s health was failing but he always made the retreat a priority.  He was in the hospital and was unable to attend the 2006 retreat when on Saturday, September 30 he passed away.

A gentleman named Keith Shaw, a close friend of Newt’s who had been a part of the retreats for a number of years, stepped up to the plate and, along with Newt’s wife, Ellen, continued, through the of fall 2009, the legacy that Rivergate Retreat has become to the glory of God.
Russell and Doug have changed careers since their days together in Colorado and Bryan Green (Jim’s Green’s son) has joined in the men’s ministry vision.  In the fall of 2009, Russell introduced the brothers to Sam and Stacy Jones, owners of a guest ranch in Northeast Oklahoma called Spring Valley Ranch.  We discovered that the Jones had a similar vision for men’s ministry and so we had the first Rivergate-type men’s retreat at Spring Valley Ranch in April, 2010.  Another retreat followed in the fall of that year and additional retreats have been hosted since then. We have continued to work with Sam and Stacy, helping them with the development and maintenance of the property, as well as helping with other retreats at their facility.
The retreat currently hosted at Spring Valley Ranch is fashioned after the Rivergate Retreat which started over 30 years ago in Colorado. It has been a catalyst for relationship-building with our Lord and brothers, old and new.   It is a time for men to meet around the person of Jesus Christ, to consider a few thoughts regarding His character and who He is calling us to be as men and to reflect on those thoughts as we enjoy relaxation and recreation together.  It provides an opportunity to consider our relationship with Jesus and what it means to surrender to Him.  One brother explained the retreat this way, “We gather in the morning. We play in the afternoon. We gather in the evening.  Pretty laid back.  The agenda? To be together . . . with.”  Jesus is calling us aside to be with Him, along with others, to be refreshed and encouraged.   The essence of the time really is experienced as men spend time together in recreation, fellowship, reflection and renewal, considering Jesus, His character, the principles He taught and how those principles should impact us as sons of the King.

