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Rivergate Men's Retreat at Spring Valley Ranch, Oklahoma, about 1½ hours east of Tulsa, may be different than anything you've experienced before.  It is not meant to be an academic experience, where we fill your weekend with workshops and stuff your heads full of information. This is also NOT an effort to gather a large number of men, but just a few whose desire is to take the call of discipleship seriously. By God's design, this includes growing in relationships with each other as members of His Body. This is not a "church" event. We expect brothers from a variety of backgrounds and theological persuasions. This can be a challenge, but at the same time it is an opportunity to experience God's reconciling grace.  Our emphasis is to focus together on the simplicity of Jesus and his principles, unpacking the riches found in a personal and intimate relationship with Him.

And He (Jesus) said to them (His disciples), “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves. (Mark 6:31 & 32)  Please notice that this experience was actually a men’s retreat.  The demands of ministering to the crowds were overwhelming to the disciples, so much so that they didn’t even have time to feed themselves. For followers of Jesus today, it may not always be the demands of ministry, but the cares and responsibilities of everyday life that sometimes keep us from taking care of our own souls. This hinders the power of our witness and reduces our ability to properly care for those for whom we are responsible.  Charles Swindoll stated, “Renewal and restoration are not luxuries; they are essentials.  Being alone and resting for a while is not selfish; it is Christ-like.  Taking your day off each week or rewarding yourself with a relaxing, refreshing vacation is not carnal; it’s spiritual.”

Jesus is calling us aside to be with Him, along with others who also need to be refreshed in the presence of the Lord as we consider the principles of Jesus.  Judy Klaustermeyer, director of Women’s Leadership Network at Young Life, stated, “I believe ‘with’ must be one of the most beautiful words in any language.  ‘With Him.’ ‘With you.’  ‘With me.’  It is both the call on our lives and the consolation.  Christ’s love in us compels us to go and to be ‘with’, and it also fills us as others choose to be ‘with’ us.  It is the power of ‘with’ that sets us free in the deepest way.”

A close brother of mine explained Rivergate Men’s Retreats this way, “We gather in the morning. We play in the afternoon. We gather in the evening.  Pretty laid back.  The agenda?  To be together . . . with.”  Jesus is calling us aside to be with Him, along with others, to be refreshed and encouraged.

If you find your heart in alignment with these simple thoughts, or at least have a desire to learn about them, you are most welcome to attend.
